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PRELI~INARY INQUIRY INTO INSPECTOR GENERAL HOTLINE 
COMPLtiNT OF 9 APRIL 2012 REGARDING ALLEGED MISCONDUCT BY 
COM~ING OFFICER, USS THE SULLIVANS (DDG 68 ) 
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{78) 

( 7 9) 

(80) 
{81) 

tommand Qualification Designation for CDR Derick 
Armst1·ong 
~mail from CDR Der1ck Armstrong dtd 8 Apr 12 
Investigating Officer Statement reo  

, USN dtd 24 Apr 12 
Voluntary Statement reo  , USN 
dtd 24 Apr 12 
~mail from  dtd 24 Apr 12 
Summary Statement reo , USN 
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~ummary of reinterview ICO , USN 
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$ummary of reinterview ICO , USN 
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Summary of reinterview ICO CDR Derick Armstrong, usr· 
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Summary State ment reo , USN dtd 29 Apr 12 

mail from , USN dtd 17 Apr 12 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

1. Pursuan to enclosure {1), and in accordance with reference 
(a ) , this riport is submitted upon completion of a prelim1nary 
inquiry to nquire into the circumstances surrounding the IG 
Complaint o 09 April 2012 against CDR Derick Armstrong, 
Commanding 9fficer USS THE SULLIVANS (DDG-68). There were no 
d1Eficultie$ encountered during this inquiry with the personnel 
o f the shipi however some personnel mentioned were no longer on 
the ship. 

BACKGROUND 

1. On Monday 9 April 2012 at 1635 EST an Article 138 Complaint 
·w·as receivec;J. by both  and  of 
COMNAVSURFLiNT (CNSL) Inspector General's Office from a 
cre~~ember in USS THE SULLIVANS. The complaint was directed 
against the Commandi ng Officer Commander Derick Armstrong, USN. 
For the next two days, the USFF IG and CNSL IG corresponded 
directly vi~ e-mail with the complainant asking for additional 
details to determine if the complaint warranted additional 
~nvestigation. At the time the complaint was filed THE SULLIVANS 
was OPCON t~ CTF 65/CDS-60 operating in Commander U.S SIXTH 
Pleet's AOR. 
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2. On Thursday 12 April 2012, the determinat1on was made that 
the complaintl warranted addi tional investigat~on and C6F lead 
the investigltion . That afternoon, I was ass1gned as the 
Prel1minary Investigating Officer by 

 

3. The inveftigative team included , JAGC, USN, 
, JAGC, USN,  InspectOL 

General who was present for some of the interviews as the 
complaint leading to this investigation originated with the 
Inspector Geheral and  (Naval 
Crim1nal Invbstigative Service) .  limited his 
participation to determining if a sexual assault occurred on 
board THE SULLIVANS . Once he was satisfied sexual assault Nas 
not substantr!· ated from t he initial IG complaint I he ended h1S 
participatio in this investigation. 

-l. The complainant requested anonymity which we have striven to 
honor, however THE SULLIVANS has a crew of about 250 personne l 
and I explailned to the complainant that it is unreasonable to 
believe, ba~ed on the content of the complaint and the personnel 
confided in,, that the complainant could maintain anonymity. I 
found the complainant to be mature and fully understands the 
l"Ccl.lity of dhe situation and gravity of the allegations. We 
conlinue to !honor the request for anonymity. 

5. USS THE SULLIVANS, a Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) ship , 
was on patrol in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea as part of the 
Pres1dentia~ Directive in support of the European Phased 
Adapt1ve Apriroach (EPAA) or BMD Defense of Europe at the time of 
the complaint. Because of the mission and remote location of 
THE SULLIVANS, three days were requ1red to plan, coord1nate and 
conduct theitransfer of my team onboard. This plan required the 
expert coor ination of  the 

, the Israeli Navy and USS ARLEIGH BURKE (DDG 
parted for Tel Aviv, Israel on Sunday morning 15 

January and after two at sea transfers arr1ved in THE SULLIVANS 
on Monday mtrning 16 April 2012, less then one week after the 
formal comp aint was ini tially received. In my view, the 
efforts made to expedite did not presuppose an outcome, but 
rather demonstrate resolve and commitment to our Navy to quickly, 
efficiently and fairly address these types of issues. 
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6. Al l evi¢ence included herein is certified 
original or l a true copy, which is an accurate 
the originat documents. 

to be either the 
representation of 

1 The complaint in its subject line was characterized as an 
Articl e 138 complaint. Due to the nature of the complaint and 
that it was sent directly to the SURFLANT Inspector General , I 
belie""e that ~t was intended not as an Article 138 Complaint but 
as an IG Hotline Complaint. After consulting with legal counsel 
and in acco~dance with Chapter 3 of reference (a), I opine 

8. Since August of 2009, THE SULLIVANS has seen two of ~ts 
prev~ous commanding Officers relieved for loss of confidence 
stemming from operational mistakes. It became apparent dur~ng 
the investigation that the crew is well led and was sh1elded 
from the tu~moil associated with multiple Commanding Officers 
being relie ed. The stability of the crew during these two 
periods, I ttribute t o the strength, professionalism and 
character o~ the Chief Petty Officer's Mess. 

9. The complaint raises issues with the use of military 
protective orders (MPOs) as one of several allegations on board 
THE SULLIVANS. This issue has been the subject of a previous IG 
Complaint and THE SULLIVANS in accordance with DESRON 14 and 
SURFLANT guidance has taken steps to modify the use of MPOs; 
therefore, ~he topic of MPOs is not addressed in this 
investigatirn: 

10.  made significant changes to his statement, 
Enclosure 28 after his initial interview . As a result, his 
statement hks several lines crossed out. I directed the crossed 
out portions of  statement remain in the statement 
to highlight the differences between what  stated to 
the Investigative Team when interviewed an stated when 
he returned to s~gn his statement. 

11. Finallt I would be remiss if I d id not cal l out the 
extraordinary expertise and critical analysis of my legal 
support from the CNE/CNA/C6F Force Judge Advocate's office. 
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PERSONNEL CONTACTED 

BY 

1. The folfowing personnel were contacted and interviewed 
during the course of this prelimi nary inquiry: See enclosures 
3 - 46, 76, 80. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

l. The Comlanding Officer o n board USS THE SULLIVANS {DDG 68l 
is CDR Derick Armstrong. He has been on board the ship since 
December 27( 2010. CDR Armstrong served as the XO for 11 
months. He assumed command from  on 
November 7, 12 011. [Encl 3] 

2 . Prior to assuming command CDR Armstrong completed a Command 
Qualificatipn Board . [Encl 71 ] 

3. The CNO ~_ Charge of Command has not been administered by CDS-
14 per CNO directive. [Enc l 3) 

4. The XO bn board USS THE SULLIVANS (DDG 68) is  
 He has been on board the ship since October 2011 and is 

scheduled to fleet up to command 1n April 2013. [Encl 4] 

5 . The CMC on board USS THE SULLIVANS is . 
He has been on board the ship since January 2011. [Encl 5] 

6 . The female officers on board the ship include:  

Female ~fficers who have alleged CDR Armstrong has created a 
hostile work environment and /or sexually harassed them are:  

8. Other f~males ass1gned to the ship who allege inapprop~iate 
conduct by ¢DR Armstrong include  and . [Encl 
:;3, 25 ) 

9. The most recent Vision and Philosophy for USS THE SULLIVANS 
d,~es from  tenure and states "We will develop a 
respectful, positive and fa i r environment that emphasizes 
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training, te mwork, and personal development , leverages our 
diversity, a d rewards innovation and performance. We will 
actively eli inate discrimination, sexual harassment, assault, 
hazing, favo itism, fraternization, and substance or alcohol 
abuse. Misc9nduct of any kind , on or off duty, that brings 
discredit to our Navy wil l not be tol erated." [Encl 59] 

10. When asJed about motivation to fabricate, CDR Armstrong 
stated he beiieves all his officers to be truthful and he does 
not believe fny of his officers are vindictive. [Encl 3) 

ALLEGED SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

11. USS THE I SULLIVANS instruction 5354 .1D dated 3 J an 2012 sets 
forth the command's sexual harassment policy. [Encl 70 ] 

12. All per~onnel on board THE SULLIVANS sign a p.l3 pertaining 
to fraterniz~tion and sexual harassment. The p.l3 states, 
"Sexual hara sment or engaging in sexually intimate behavior 
aboard THE S LLIVANS is inappropriate and will be deal t with 
harshly. Sex al misconduct is not restricted to sexual intimacy 
or sexual in~ercourse." [Encl 50] 

13. CDR Arm trong states h e knows the Navy's zero tolerance 
policy again t sexual harassment. [Encl 3] 

14. CDR Arm~trong was "surprised" there were allegations of 
sexua l haraspment against him based on his personal conduct. 
[Encl 3] 

15. CDR Arm trong has addressed the crew regarding sexual 
harassment . [Encl 3) 

16. , 

CDR Armstron due to his personal conduct. [Encl 6, 8, 10, 23, 
2 4 1 2 5 1 2 6 1 :3 3 ) 

1~. was aware some female personnel felt 
uncomfortabJe around CDR Armstrong due to his comments and 
behavior an_l his treatment of officers in general. [Encl 4) 

18. At least 10 members of the crew hav e seen CDR Armstrong 
"check out".~r look at females on board the shi p in what they 
believe to 9e a sexual manner. They generally describe this 
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behavior as looking at them "like I am something to eat" or 
"eyes going straight to my behind" and "looks them up and down." 
[Encl 2, 6, 8, 10, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26, 33] 

19. CDR Armstrong denies allegations that he "checks out" 
females on ~oard and s t ates no one has brought th1s to his 
attention . [Encl 3] 

ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

20. CDR Arrstrong believ e s  to be truthful and is CDR 
Armstrong's  [Encl 3] 

21. Prior to assuming command, CDR Armstrong allegedly asked 
 "Now that I am taking over soon, what are my 

chances?"  interpreted this as a sexual overture. 
[Encl 10, 11] 

22.  alleges CDR Armstrong inquired about his chances 
on approximately 5-10 occasions prior to assuming command and 
said something very similar at least twice after assuming 
command. [Encl 11] 

::::3.  reports telling CDR Armstrong his comments were 
inappropr1ate. [Encl 11] 

24. CDR Arl strong denies the allegation and denies  
told him th~ comments were inappropriate. [Encl 3) 

25 . During a replenishmen t at sea, while on the bridge 
 leaned over to check the seating of the refueling probe. 

blaims CDR Arms t rong made a comment to the effect 
that she shbuld keep lea ning over like that because he liked it. 
[Encl 10] 

26. In den~ing this allegation CDR Armstrong states 
Ls absolutely ly1ng. [Encl 3] 

2-.  states she did not confront CDR Armstrong 
regard1ng his comment because there were other watchstanders 
present on the bridge. [Encl 10) 

28. CDR 
room for 
bt·idge . 

Armstrong denies this allegation noting there is only 
one person to look at the p1obe in that location on t h e 
CDF Armstrong stands in that area during underway 
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I 

Subj : PRELI0INARY INQUIRY INTO INSPECTOR GENERAL HOTLINE 
COMPL~INT OF 9 APRIL 2012 REGARDING ALLEGED MISCONDUCT BY 
COMMANDING OFFICER, USS THE SULLIVANS (DDG 68) 

replenishmen;l and states it is not physically possib l e for 
 to hav been there as we l l. (Note from IO:  d ld 

not convey t at she and CDR Armstrong were standing side by side 
when the pro e was being sea ted, rather at one point in the 
UNREP she le ned over to look at the probe and that was when the 
comment was ade) . [Enc 1 3] 

~9. On sepa ate occasion mentioned to CDR Arms trong 
that she was l going shopping for clothing for deployment. 

 allege~ CDR Armstrong told her to "buy a purple dress 
because purple is his favorite color." [Encl 10] 

30. states CDR Armstrong made this comment multiple 
times on mulbiple occasions. [Encl 11] 

31.  states she told CDR Armstrong his comments were 
inappropriat [Encl 10] 

32. trong states that while he l ikes purple and could 
have said SOfething similar to the comment above, he does not 
believe he made multipl e statements. [Encl 3] 

33. CDR Arml trong does not remember telling him t he 
comment was ~nappropriate. [Encl 3 ] 

3~. also alleges after she briefs CDR Armstrong, she 
sees his eye~ go "straight to her behind;" which she 
characterizer as "checking her out." [Encl 10] 

35. states she has felt uncomfortable around CDR 
A1.·mstrong duf= to the sexual nature of his comments and behavior. 
[Encl 10] 

I 

36.  approached the XO, , to discuss 
concern about these comments. [Encl 10, 11] 

37. The XO ~tates he ta lked to CDR Armstrong about the 
situation. [;Encl 4] 

her 

38.  perceives improvement since the XO addressed the 
situation wil~h CDR Armstrong. [Encl 10, 11) 
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